
National Cooling Standards Initiative Funding & Financing the Energy Transition, Braiding 
Federal & State Funds

Webinar Series Session 4 – Tuesday, July 2, 2024
National Cooling Standards Initiative



Project Introduction
The Center for Energy Poverty and Climate (CEPC) brings together policymakers to  brainstorm 
solutions to difficult problems, and leverage programs to achieve net zero.

CEPC is working with the ClimateWorks Foundation and the National Association of State Energy 
Officials (NASEO) on the National Cooling Standards Initiative to bring together leaders in residential 
energy efficiency to improve access to cooling for millions of households. 

CEPC Website: https://energyprograms.org/
ClimateWorks Clean Cooling Collaborative Website: https://www.cleancoolingcollaborative.org/

For resources from this webinar series, please visit https://energyprograms.org/state-territory-
energy-office-webinar-series/. 

https://energyprograms.org/
https://www.cleancoolingcollaborative.org/
https://energyprograms.org/state-territory-energy-office-webinar-series/
https://energyprograms.org/state-territory-energy-office-webinar-series/


Agenda for Today’s Call
Washington State’s Clean Energy Grant Plan

o Jill Eikenhorst, Washington State Department of Commerce, Solar Section Supervisor

Communities First Fund’s State Implementation Accelerator 
o Leanne Kaplan, Communities First Fund, Infrastructure Alliance Partnerships and 

Program Manager

NASEO’s “Beating the Heat” Publication Announcement & Resources
o Jasmine Xie, NASEO, Senior Program Manager – Buildings Program

https://www.naseo.org/data/sites/1/documents/publications/Beating the Heat_Recommendations for States_final.pdf


Contact

Cassandra Lovejoy

Co-Director

202-333-5916

clovejoy@energyprograms.org
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“No Wrong Doors” 
Funding
A streamlined clean energy grant 
opportunity
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CRIME VICTIMS AND 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

SMALL BUSINESS 
ASSISTANCE

PLANNING AND TECH 
ASSISTANCE

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
BROADBAND

COMMUNITY
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

HOUSING AND
HOMELESSNESS ENERGY

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

We strengthen communities
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Guiding objectives
• Reduce: 

• Greenhouse gas emissions
• Income disparities in accessing clean 

energy investments 
• Geographic disparities in accessing 

clean energy technology 
• Environmental health disparities 

caused by energy and transportation 
pollutants

• Improve energy and community 
resiliency and security
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Energy Funding opportunities

• Clean transportation
• Building, industry, aviation and maritime decarbonization
• Clean energy projects led by and benefitting frontline communities
• Tribal-led clean energy development
• Solar energy and storage technology deployment
• Electric grid modernization and innovation
• Clean energy project siting and permitting

Close to one billion in funding available for technical assistance, 
planning, deployment and more
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Energy Programs in Communities Unit 

• Design, develop and implement initiatives that enable 
communities to be a part of the clean energy transition

• Suite of clean electricity programs that aim to enhance grid and 
community resilience, promote the equitable adoption of clean 
energy technologies, and drive market innovation

• Funding is provided through a diverse portfolio of state and federal 
sources – including Climate Commitment Act
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No wrong door
Combined nine funding streams of $117 million into 

three tailored opportunities

1
Tribal Clean Energy 
• $16 million target
• rolling grant process: April, 

July, Sept 
• $13 million requested

2
Community Decarbonization
• $67 million target
• Feb – April
• $162 million requested

3
General 
• $34 million target
• April – June 14
• Awards July

7 projects, $9.7 million
$6.3 million remaining 69 projects, $70.5 million $30.5 million available
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Matching Process

bucket AProposals Evaluation & Scoring

Top ranked projects 
allocated to fund sources

• New grantee
• Equity and EJ
• GHG 

emissions
• Readiness
• Design
• Feasibility
• Cost 

effectiveness
• Project team
• Proviso 

specific

bucket B

bucket C
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New approach
Community perspectives and collaboration 

• Request for Information, feedback sessions – virtual and in person
• Translated materials and interpretation
• Feedback was incorporated into the RFA as much as possible under tight 

timelines, will be used for future iterations
• Community advisory committee – 13 paid evaluators with lived 

experience evaluating equity and environmental justice; funding 
recommendations

Reduced entry barriers
• Leveled the playing field by eliminating matching funds requirement for 

nearly all applicants
• Flexibility with eligible activities: planning, permitting, design, 

construction
• Flexibility to match fund sources, re-submit between rounds
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New approach
Community perspectives and collaboration 

• Request for Information, feedback sessions – virtual and in person
• Translated materials and interpretation
• Environmental justice assessment in accordance with the Healthy Environment 

for All Act (HEAL)
• Feedback was incorporated into the RFA as much as possible under tight 

timelines, will be used for future iterations
• Community advisory committee – 13 paid evaluators with lived experience 

evaluating equity and environmental justice; funding recommendations

Reduced entry barriers
• Leveled the playing field by eliminating matching funds requirement for nearly all 

applicants
• Flexibility with eligible activities: planning, permitting, design, construction
• Flexibility to match fund sources, re-submit between rounds



www.commerce.wa.gov

www.commerce.wa.gov

Thank you!

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/wastatecommerce/


CEPC & NASEO State Energy Office Webinar 
July 2, 2024



COMMUNITIES FIRST INFRASTRUCTURE ALLIANCE

• The largest coordinated alliance with 100+ members advancing the implementation of federal 
investment (related to ARPA, IIJA, and IRA).
o Information sharing between the federal government, NGOs, state agencies, communities, 

racial & environmental justice movement leaders, private sector & philanthropy 
o Resource & Asset Mapping – deep understanding of who is working where w/  intentional 

connections based on geography; region; sector; or other shared challenge or opportunity
• Creating the Enabling Conditions for Systemic Change—actively working and strategically 

coordinating with the feds, national advocates, and local partners on the implementation of 
federal funds to achieve our shared racial & climate justice goals leading with community 
solutions.

• Building long-term relationships and civic infrastructure for transformation and power-building



The federal government is distributing a historic 
amount of resources to ensure a clean energy future 
and maximizing benefits especially to low-income 
and disadvantaged communities (LIDAC)

Inflation Reduction Act

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
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BRINGING GOVERNMENT, PHILANTHROPY, AND 
INVESTMENT TOGETHER TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY 

PLANS & SOLUTIONS

CLOSE THE GAP

The Communities First Infrastructure Alliance is working with 

technical assistance providers, frontline communities, and 

community leaders to unlock the potential of the various federal 

funding opportunities to build more just, equitable, and resilient 

communities. 

The Alliance seeks to support communities with the resources, 

capacity, and technical assistance required to actualize 

community-centered plans, projects, and visions to meet this 

moment for the greater movement.

6



COMMUNITIES FIRST 2024 FOCUS AREAS
PRACTICE
Center equity principles, climate resilience 

practices, and community-developed plans and 

strategies to advance more inclusive infrastructure 

investment at the state and local level.

PARTNERSHIPS
Strengthen the coordination of existing and emerging 

networks of capacity builders, technical assistance 

providers, and practitioners to support the 

implementation of community-centered projects, plans, 

and processes for more equitable outcomes.

POLICY & PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION
Support the implementation of policies and best practices that ensure more just, equitable, 

and climate-centered outcomes with the use of federal funding.

POWER BUILDING & PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY
Resources community-based organizations to expand their 

capacity and effectively engage in the public process as 

part of a longer-term power-building strategy. Ensure 

greater public accountability and oversight of federal 

funding. Fortify the civic infrastructure.

ADVANCING PROJECT PLANS
Bridging the funding, relationship, and 
technical assistance gap between 
community-centered visions and 
public-funded projects.

7
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Just and Clean Energy Future 
State Implementation Accelerator 

Photo: Grid AlternativesPhoto: NREL Photo: U.S. DOE



Just & Clean Energy Future - State Implementation Accelerator  
The Just and Clean Energy Future—State Implementation Accelerator will support 3-5 states looking to stack and 
leverage key federal programs that invest in a just and clean energy future across various sectors. The Accelerator will 
support states that have been awarded funds from key Invest in America programs within the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA), Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL/IIJA), and Justice40-covered programs that incorporate an equity analysis and 
implementation strategies specifically for low-income and disadvantaged communities (LIDAC). 
Overview

● Targeted cohort of 3-5 states committed to maximizing the benefits and impact of federal funding that prioritizes 
communities, particularly overburdened and underinvested LIDAC areas

Offering: 
○ Connecting states to technical assistance resources and federal agencies (e.g. EPA, DOE, DOT)
○ Stakeholder alignment & needs assessment at the state level
○ Applying an equity lens (using equity tools) to disburse funding
○ Technical assistance (accessing and leveraging resources) 
○ Support developing co-governance models 
○ Wealth-building approaches for disadvantaged communities, including cooperative and community 

ownership models as well as equitable workforce and contractor development

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/17/fact-sheet-inflation-reduction-act-advances-environmental-justice/
http://cleanenergy.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/17/fact-sheet-inflation-reduction-act-advances-environmental-justice/
http://build.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/environmentaljustice/justice40/


Benefits of Participation

● The Accelerator will support states to think about what 
is necessary to meet this unprecedented funding 
moment and design implementation strategies to 
benefit communities for generations to come, 
particularly targeting systems change strategies. 

● States will gain valuable insights through a cohort 
model designed for shared learning, dissemination of 
best practices, and support thinking through complex 
challenges. 

● States will be positioned to stack together multiple 
funding sources to maximize opportunities for 
leveraging federal dollars.

Just & Clean Energy Future - State Implementation Accelerator  



Just & Clean Energy Future - State Implementation Accelerator  

Accelerator Timeline

MAY

ANNOUNCEMENT & 
INFORMATION SESSION

APPLICATION REVIEW 
& SELECTION

mid-
JULY

WHITE HOUSE & 
AGENCY MEETINGS

AUG/SEPT

STATE MEETINGS & TA 
SUPPORT

SEPT
-OCT

APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: JUNE 14

JUNE



Example collaborative 
partnership: 

Just & Clean Energy Future - State Implementation Accelerator  

Collaborating in 
a community or 

place

STATE 
DOT

STATE 
DEP

Local 
CBO



Examples of Target Programs Across Sectors 
EPA 

● GGRF (NCIF, CCIA, Solar 
for All) 

● Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grants Planning 
Grants 

● Environmental Justice 
Community Change Grants

Energy (DOE)
● Home Energy Rebate 

Program
● Other rebates

Tax Credits across sectors 
(Treasury)

● Treasury Direct Pay
● Low-Income Communities 

Bonus Credit Program (48e)

Transportation (DOT)
● National Electric Vehicle 

Infrastructure Program 
● EV Acceleration Challenge 
● Neighborhood Equity and 

Access Grants 

Buildings (HUD)
● Green and Resilient Retrofit 

Program

Justice 40 Covered Programs
See List of Justice40 Programs here

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Justice40-Initiative-Covered-Programs-List_v2.0_11.23_FINAL.pdf


FEDERAL FUNDING RESOURCES
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HIGHLIGHTED FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
& TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE RESOURCES



Federal Interagency Thriving Communities Network
Whole of Government Approach to Federal Coordination of Place-Based Technical Assistance

Thriving Communities Network partner agencies commit to collectively supporting the 
following shared principles:

● Scale for Impact – Identify and collaboratively support transformative projects that 
demonstrate the potential for equitable, inclusive community and economic 
development in underserved communities.

● Build Community Wealth – Build long-term community capacity to successfully 
compete for, leverage, and manage the investment of Federal funds in strategic 
projects and activities that build lasting community wealth.

● Center the Power of Community – Provide technical assistance that values, 
leverages, and grows the local expertise existing within communities regarding their 
needs with inclusive and culturally competent public engagement processes.

● Meet Areas of Greatest Need – Prioritize support to rural, urban, suburban, and Tribal 
communities that have the greatest resource and capacity needs.

● Expand Access and Participation – Intentionally remove barriers and create access 
to economic, health care, education, energy, housing, and environmental opportunities 
in every part of the country.

● Diversify Knowledge – Diversify the pool of capacity-building providers to include a 
greater number of disadvantaged and small businesses, entrepreneurs, and those with 
community-based expertise.

https://www.transportation.gov/federal-interagency-thriving-communities-network
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DOE Technical Assistance Community 
Recipients



DOE Clean Cities Coalitions DOE Priority Energy Communities

DOE Local Energy Action Program (LEAP)

★ Clean Cities Coalitions provide local programming to advance 
affordable, domestic transportation fuels, energy efficient mobility 
systems, and other fuel-saving technologies and practices.

★ Priority Energy Communities program prioritizes immediate 
needs of coal mining and power plant communities

★ Local Energy Action Program aims to deploy clean energy work in 
low-income, energy-burdened communities w/ EJ or energy 
economy transition impacts for sustained community-wide 
economic and environmental benefits

https://cleancities.energy.gov/about/
https://energycommunities.gov/priority-energy-communities/
https://www.energy.gov/communitiesLEAP/communities-leap
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Office of Community Engagement (OCE)

The SLSC is a resource hub for states, local governments, and K-12 
school districts that compiles over 400 popular tools and resources, 

technical assistance offerings, funding opportunities, and more.

Subscribe to the monthly State and Local Spotlight newsletter stay 
up to date with new funding and technical assistance resources.  

Explore Tools 
& Resources

Find Funding 
or Financing

Find Technical 
Assistance 
Programs

Explore 
Upcoming 

Events

State & Local Solution Center (SLSC)

27

OCE serves as the central hub for DOE’s engagement 
efforts, providing a consolidated platform for 

communities to access comprehensive technical 
assistance and guidance on clean energy development.

Get Engaged Hotline - 202-586-0822
Get Engaged Email Address –getengaged@hq.doe.gov

https://energy.gov/GetEngaged

https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/state-and-local-solution-center


Resources and Opportunities
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Identify DACs Easily 

The Low-Income Energy 
Affordability Data (LEAD) 
Tool has integrated the 

data from the White House 
Climate and Economic 
Justice Screening Tool 
(CEJST), a geospatial 
mapping tool used to 
identify disadvantaged 
communities (DACs).

Online tool that allows users to 
understand low-to-moderate 

income housing characteristics 
in the U.S.

LEAD TOOL

Direct TA for SEOs

Quarterly opportunity for 
states to request 1-on-1 
TA provided by subject 

matter experts.

The State Energy Program 
(SEP) offers direct TA to 

support the implementation of 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

funding and general planning 
for energy efficiency, 

resilience, and clean energy 
efforts. Applications for TA 

open quarterly with the next 
round open July 1-12.

SEP RLF

The Energy Efficiency 
Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) 

Capitalization Grant 
Program offers direct TA to 
SEOs participating in the 
RLF Program to support 

designing and 
implementing RLF 

programs, including 
braiding opportunities (e.g., 

bridge loans).

Ongoing opportunity for 
states participating in the 
RLF program to request 

1-on-1 TA.

Direct TA for SEOs

WAP-Rebates

SCEP’s Getting Started: 
Integrating WAP with 

Home Electrification and 
Appliance Rebates 
resources includes 

program overviews, key 
requirements and 

eligibility, and 
opportunities and 

strategies for braiding.

Resource Document

Resource to support 
braiding between two key 
programs: WAP and Home 

Energy Rebates.

https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/lead-tool
https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/lead-tool
https://www.energy.gov/scep/slsc/lead-tool
https://www.energy.gov/scep/request-direct-technical-assistance
https://www.energy.gov/scep/request-direct-technical-assistance
https://www.energy.gov/scep/revolving-loan-fund-technical-assistance-resources
https://www.energy.gov/scep/revolving-loan-fund-technical-assistance-resources
https://www.energy.gov/scep/revolving-loan-fund-technical-assistance-resources
https://www.energy.gov/scep/revolving-loan-fund-technical-assistance-resources
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/WAP%20and%20Rebates%20Getting%20Started.pdf#:~:text=Low-income%20households%20are%20eligible%20to%20receive%20both%20WAP,heat%20pump%20and%20a%20heat%20pump%20water%20heater.
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/WAP%20and%20Rebates%20Getting%20Started.pdf#:~:text=Low-income%20households%20are%20eligible%20to%20receive%20both%20WAP,heat%20pump%20and%20a%20heat%20pump%20water%20heater.
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/WAP%20and%20Rebates%20Getting%20Started.pdf#:~:text=Low-income%20households%20are%20eligible%20to%20receive%20both%20WAP,heat%20pump%20and%20a%20heat%20pump%20water%20heater.
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-01/WAP%20and%20Rebates%20Getting%20Started.pdf#:~:text=Low-income%20households%20are%20eligible%20to%20receive%20both%20WAP,heat%20pump%20and%20a%20heat%20pump%20water%20heater.


WAP
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Weatherization Assistance 
Program (WAP) reduces energy costs for low-income households by 
increasing the energy efficiency of their homes, while ensuring their health 
and safety. The program supports 8,500 jobs and provides 
weatherization services to approximately 35,000 homes every year using 
DOE funds.

Through weatherization improvements and upgrades, these households 
save on average $372 or more every year according to a national 
evaluation of the program. Since the program began in 1976, WAP has 
helped improve the lives of more than 7 million families through 
weatherization services.



Home Energy Rebates
On Aug. 16, 2022, President Biden signed the landmark Inflation Reduction Act. 
The law includes nearly $400 billion to support clean energy and address climate 
change, including $8.8 billion in Home Energy Rebates, which will provide two 
separate rebates to consumers:

The Home Efficiency Rebates will provide $4.3 billion to discount the price of 
energy-saving retrofits in single-family and multi-family buildings. These rebates 
will be administered by states and territories.

The Home Electrification and Appliance Rebates will provide $4.5 billion in 
rebates for high-efficiency electricity upgrades in homes. These rebates will be 
administered by states, territories, and Indian tribes.

For more information, visit the Home Energy Rebates website and sign up for 
email updates.

https://www.energy.gov/scep/home-energy-rebate-program
https://www.energy.gov/scep/home-efficiency-rebates
https://www.energy.gov/scep/home-electrification-and-appliance-rebates
https://www.energy.gov/scep/home-energy-rebate-program
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOESCEP/subscribers/qualify


DOE Revolving Loan Fund Technical Assistance Resources
The Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Capitalization Grant Program offers 
technical assistance (TA) to support states with expanding or establishing RLF programs 
that meet federal requirements, optimally leverage private capital, and achieve state 
priorities.

Get Technical Assistance

The Energy Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund Program is now providing limited-time and 
limited-scope direct technical assistance to states eligible to receive funding under the 
RLF program. Submit a technical assistance request using the Revolving Loan Fund 
Program – Technical Assistance Request Form.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zD4Ya1VL1U6z-H9kvhxBOCylJWtKIcVIlQauOhvZYBtURVpBSlNORlBSWkZXUVEzVTc2MUg0TUVITSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=c35FD688B-A9B2-FA49-9D01-E2E3016CA5BA
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=zD4Ya1VL1U6z-H9kvhxBOCylJWtKIcVIlQauOhvZYBtURVpBSlNORlBSWkZXUVEzVTc2MUg0TUVITSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=c35FD688B-A9B2-FA49-9D01-E2E3016CA5BA


Questions?

Photo: U.S. EPA

Learn more at 
communitiesfirst.us 

Reach out to 
leanne@communitiesfirst.us 

http://communitiesfirst.us/accelerator
mailto:leanne@communitiesfirst.us

